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The Characteristics of The Physical Features, Society and Culture reflected through
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Abstract

This article research aims to categories the linguistic use of the village toponyms in Ra-ngae
District, Narathiwat Province and to study the Physical, social, and cultural characteristics that reflect
through village toponyms in Ra-ngae District, Narathiwat Province. The set of data was collected through
the various sources of documents and in-depth interviews. Based on the assessment of the local
government document dated B.E. 2555 of the Provincial Affairs Bureau, Department of Provincial
Administration, Ministry of Interior, 61 senior villagers were individually interviewed. The data was
collected in both written and voice recorded forms, by applying the Semantic field theory for the

categories.
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The findings revealed that Malay was the most used language in village naming with 47 names,
followed by Thai with eight names. There were three village names beginning with Thai, followed by
Malay. Interestingly, there were one village using Chinese and one using English in naming the village
names. That is to say the village toponyms could reflect the diversity of geographical features, social
contexts, and cultures in Ra-ngae District, Narathiwat Province which include landscapes, water sources,

plants, animals, groups of people, landmarks, jobs, and traces of evidence related to its historical events.

Keywords: social and cultural, Village Toponyms, Narathiwat
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