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Abstract

This study aims to 1) examine Yala Rajabhat University students’ understanding of Thai proverbs, 2) examine
Yala Rajabhat University students’ comprehension of Thai proverbs, and 3) research on Yala Rajabhat University
students’ ability to apply Thai proverbs to suitable context. Research participants are comprised of 60 students (20
each from freshman, sophomore, and junior classes of 2018) from BA Thai Program, the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Yala Rajabhat University. The tool used for this research is a test on understanding and comprehension
of Thai proverbs divided into 3 parts: Part A is a 20-question test on understanding of Thai proverbs, Part B is a 20-
question test on comprehension of Thai proverbs, and Part C is a 20-question test on the ability to apply Thai proverbs
to suitable context.

It was found that Yala Rajabhat University students’ understanding of Thai proverbs can be divided into two
situations: firstly, there are proverbs of which meanings students understand the most i.e. “Beat the ox by hitting the
harrow (verbally attack someone in the perimeter instead of the main target that you cannot attack openly)”, “Sell the
cloth to save one’s face (to cover one’s rear in a difficult situation)” and “Unable to pull the front to reach the back
(unable to make ends meet)” respectively, secondly there are proverbs of which meanings students do not understand
the most i.e. “Have a long string (have a lot of money to support one’s business)”, “A large ship’s bow (a person who
takes lead in a project, etc))”, and “Phra Malai descends (the savior comes to the rescue)” respectively.

As for Yala Rajabhat University students’ comprehension of Thai proverbs, it can be divided into two
situations: first, there are proverbs of which meanings students can comprehend the most i.e. “Hot galangal, spicy
ginger (Both sides are equally hostile to each other)”, “Waves crash onto the shore (A big story or trouble that soon
disappears from the public’s interest)”, and “Your speech begets small money; your silence begets gold (Silence is
gold)” respectively, secondly there are proverbs of which meanings students cannot comprehend the most i.e. “to
make it four pieces each (to explain in details)”, “Stick one’s hands in a chest (unintentionally ask for trouble)”, and
“Tuskers, poisonous snakes, old servants, beloved wife (pointing to what and whom one should not trust too much)”
respectively.
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Yala Rajabhat University students’ ability to apply Thai proverbs can also be divided into two situations:
firstly, proverbs which students can apply suitably to the context i.e. “The pot’s bottom has yet to be blackened (a
couple that breaks up soon after getting together)”, “Far away from the noon cannon’s alarm sound (an extremely
rural place)”, and “An old hen, a mother fish (A charming and seductive older lady)” respectively, secondly, proverbs
which students apply suitably to the context i.e. “Hay catching fire (A quickly subdued emotion e.g. anger)”, “Use
grass to cover the forest (To overestimate one’s strength or ability)” and “Men are paddy [unmilled rice with husks],
women are milled rice (A metaphor to explain that men are basically more virtuous as they can grow, while women’s
virtues have no husks to protect them so women are more prone to vices)” respectively.

Keywords: understanding of Thai proverbs, comprehension of Thai proverb, Yala Rajabhat University
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