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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study the opinions of tourists towards the potential of eco-tourist
attraction of Than To Waterfall, Than To district, Yala Province 2) to investigate the relationship between
the potential of ecotourism of Than To Waterfall and the revisited trips of the tourists, and 3) to study the
potentials and the guidelines to develop ecotourism destination of Than To Waterfall. This study applied
the concept of mixed method. The instruments were 5-point Likert scale questionnaire and the in-depth
interview of community leader and government officers who are responsible for Than To ecotourism
destination in order to determine the guidelines for ecotourism development. Statistics used for data
analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and multiple regression analysis. The results
indicated four aspects of the tourists’ opinions towards the potential of Than To ecotourism destination.
The convenience to access tourist attraction was on high level. The facility in the ecotourism destination
as well as the value and importance of ecotourism destination were on moderate level. Likewise, the local
involvement was on moderate level. Furthermore, this study also found that the convenience to access
tourist destination, the value and importance of tourism destination, and the local involvement had positive
effects on the revisited trips of the tourists, indicating statistical significance at the 0.05. Regarding the
development of ecotourism destination, there were three issues to concern: natural potential of the
waterfall, proactive public relations, and readiness of the organization to maintain and improve the

destination to be a qualified and sustainable ecotourism destination.

Keywords: Potential, Tourist attractions, Yala province
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