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A Study of Thai-Muslims’ Folktales in of Yarang District, Pattani Province

Suraida Jehni®™, Pongtip Noohom?, Sawaporn Jantarasakul’, Kwanta Thaweesuk’,

and Sopon Preksawanit®

ABSTRACT

Folktales regard as a man-made story to serve one’s mind with various purposes: to entertain, to describe
situations, or to instruct individuals by adding morals and beliefs. Moreover, the folktales refer to intellectual
heritage that has substantially valued to human lives in societies, but nowadays few stories are remained to
pass on due to unpopularity and changes in society. These circumstances cause majorly to lose folktales, yet
the collection and the study of folktales are significantly-essential. Thus, the researcher take this into
consideration to examine Thai-muslims’ folktales in Yarang district, Pattani province to collect, classify and
analyze Thai-Muslims’ folktales in Tambon Yarang, Pattani province according to the genre of the tales. Data
collection was administered through fieldwork, voice record, and interview note from 16 informants, aged over
40 years old and covered 12 Tambon with complete 40 folktales.

Findings revealed that Thai Muslims’ folktales in TambonYarang, Pattani province can be classified into
6 categories. Animal Tales are on the top list of 12 stories while the following fable tales 10 stories, myths of
8 stories. Of 6 folktales were classified as Jest tale and 3 folktales were as Legend classification respectively.
Formula tales was the only one found in this study. This can be seen that the purpose of telling folktales in
the local community not only does for leisure and pleasure but each folktaleis interfered with knowledge,
moral lessons and experiences to the listeners. These folktales can be regarded as a tool of nurturing the

children in society and explicitly reflecting way of living of Thai-Muslim.

Keywords : Folktales, Thai-Muslims, Yarang District
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