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The debate to a training course in speaking skills for public relations

: case of Yala Rajabhat University.
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study and develop the activities of skills practice on Speaking
for Public Relations Course, and compare the scores of speaking skills both pre and post activities on
classroom debate. The sample group was 50 students, the instrument used for data collection was
questionnaire, and the data were analyzed by using percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The research results revealed that the students of Speaking for Public Relations Course, Yala
Rajabhat University were mostly female, age under 20 years old, and the religion was Islam. In terms of
development on skills practice of Speaking for Public Relations Course, it was found that most of the
students were courageous to tell others when they didn't get justice. For language and saying, the students
talked straight to the point, their body language was improved, such as standing straight instead of twisting
feet, ete. According to the scores comparison of speaking skills both pre and post activities of skills practice
on classroom debate, it was found that after the activities, the students improved their confidence o talk to
strangers and in front of the classroom, including be enthusiastic of talking. For recommendation of
classroom debate for skills practice on Speaking for Public Relations Course, the research revealed that the
students got advantages from using the debate activities to develop their self-confident behaviors of
appropriate speaking, change of opinions towards themselves, access of self-perception, self-analysis, and
self-esteam, being able to express opinions through appropriate speaking especially in terms of expressing
others’ feelings and opinions towards issues, as well as accepting and respecting their own and others’

rights.

Keywords: Debate, skills practice, speaking, public retations
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