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Abstract

This study aims to examine and analyse the characters in Korn Siriwatno’s novel People in
Story, specifically their behaviours, roles, sexualities, and conflicts between them, by using the
documentary research method. Through this research, it is found that the behaviours of the characters
in People in Story can be divided into 4 categories: characters with self-improvement, characters able
to live in harmony with others, characters without self-improvement, and characters unable to live in
harmony with others; all of which is a reflection of real humans in the real society. Roles  of  the
characters can be categorised into 2 kinds: firstly, female roles such as mother, wife, and daughter;
secondly, male roles such as father, husband, and son-in-law. Male characters in the novel are
breadwinners of their families, while female characters take care of household chores. As for
sexualities of the characters, there are 2 prevalent issues: sexual desire and sexual practice. The author
portrays male and female sexual liberty, their acceptable and unacceptable behaviours, mainly
through depicting the characters’ dark sides. Conflicts between characters involve 2 issues: firstly, the
causes of conflicts that are induced by personalities, self-protection, surroundings, and repression;
secondly, conflict management methods include defeating, cooperating, and conceding which is the

best way one can use to avoid conflicts.
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