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Grammatical Characteristics of Village Toponyms in Ra-ngae District,

Narathiwat Province
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate grammatical characteristics of village toponyms in
Ra-ngae District, Narathiwat Province. Data were 61 villages from the Local Registration B.E
2555 provided by Office of Local Administration. Functional-Typological Approach was
applied for data analysis.

Findings reveal that: 1) grammatical characteristics of the village toponyms can be

categorized into 4 groups: (1) singular forms, (2) phrase forms, (3) sentence forms, and (4)
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complex forms. The majority of toponyms are in singular forms, followed by phrase forms,
complex forms, and sentence forms, respectively, 2) based on their syntactic roles, the
toponyms were divided into; (1) considering their grammatical roles, two types of the
toponyms were found, including phrase syntax features with main-supplementary units and
sentence syntax in simple clauses and variant clauses with fronting/ Y- movement/
topicalization in object-verb structures; (2) the semantic roles can be divided into 17 groups
of noun phrase semantics, while sentence semantics have a subject acting as patient and

locative agents.
Keywords : Toponyms, The functional-typological grammar, Narathiwat Province
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