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A survey and analysis of the tradename in Chinese Thais merchant shop and stores in

Muang District, Yala Province

Waralee Rungbanjit" Woratha Rungbanjit’ Woranat Saesen® Warakorn Saepun® Phakorn Noparit®

Abstract

This research study the strategies of naming stores in Chinese among Thai-Chinese people in Muang
District, Yala Province. The objectives of this research were to survey Thai-Chinese people and to study the
characteristics of store names. Data were collected by interviewing store owners. Demographic data were analyzed
using statistics, including percentage.

1. After analyzing the survey, the result shows that store owners are around 40-70 years old. There
domicile is in Yala. They are Thai-Chinese people comprising of five ethnicities such as Teochew, Hakka, Hainan,
Hokkien or Fujian, and so on. Their stores were commonly established between 1988 and 1997 and they sold
miscellaneous goods.

2. Strategies to name Thai-Chinese people’s stores were analyzed mainly on the basis of its structure
and meaning. The study of store signs shows that they are named using Chinese characters (%ﬁs). The popular
Chinese characters were characterized by golden, white and red colors representing prosperity and wealthiness.
The most popular structure of store names is single component structure using personal names, auspicious
words, and locations. It further showed that the meaning of store names in Chinese and Thai are interconnected
with their business types and auspiciousness by means of translation, transliteration, and use of similar-sounding
words.

Furthermore, the result reveals that Thai-Chinese people in Yala Province still pay their attention to
name stores by naming stores in both Chinese and Thai. Most keywords found in store names are related to

expressing trading auspiciousness, prosperity, happiness, success, fortune, wealthiness, richness, etc.

Keywords: Thai Chinese people, Chinese store name, Naming stores in Yala Province
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