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An Evaluation of Primary Students’ Attitude towards English Language Learning in Deep
South Thailand Context: SFL - Appraisal Perspective

Cheewala Badklang'” and Sarina Kalong”

Abstract

This research aims to evaluate language attitudes towards English language learning by employing
Appraisal framework and to study the English language learning behavior of primary school students. The
research method was a case study. The population consisted of the three primary schools that were under
the Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC) in Yala. The samples were 27 students of Grade 4, 5
and 6. They were divided into low (LS), medium (MS), and high (HS) English proficiency students by purposive
sampling method. The research instruments used questionnaires and interviews. Appraisal framework was
used for evaluating the transcript data. The results revealed that the three groups of students tended to
have a positive language attitude towards the English language learning rather negative one. The HS group
expressed [Affect] element more than LS group and MS group. The [Judgement] and [Appreciation] elements
were expressed by the MS group rather than LS and HS groups. In addition, English learning behavior found
that there was different English learning behavior. HS and MS groups often practiced English and were
responsible for their duties. On the other hand, the LS group rarely practiced English, but often enjoyed
sitting near their peers who were good at English. However, as long as the attitude is a positive direction. It
may not exceed the ability of an English teacher to adjust and change the learning behavior of students in

order to increase the student's ability to continue learning English.

Keywords attitude, Deep South Thailand, Appraisal framework
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Excerpt 1: LS-3

No. Turn Transcript data

11 T How do you feel when you study English in class?

12 S I have fun [+Aff: hap].

13 T Why? Why do you have fun with English?

14 S Fun [+Aff: hap] and | can gain knowledge [+Jud: cap].

15 T Do you think is English subject easy or difficult?

16 S It’s sometimes difficult and sometimes easy [-+App: com] .

17 T How?

18 S I don’t know English vocabulary but when the teacher explains / can understand [+Jud: cap].
19 T What do you like when you study English?

20 S | like activities [+Aff: inc].

21 T And what do you dislike when you study English?

22 S | don’t like dictation [-Aff: inc].

23 T How do you want your English classroom to be?

24 S I want a native speaker [+Aff: inc] teacher teaching me. Or | want my teacher often speak English [+Aff:

inc] in class.

tiFeungy (LS) nuhilanadiBeuannnnindsausesmnuddnuasesualiisiensiiouinusangy
dulvginiSeusanseanunlunguves [Affect: inclination] ABN1SHAAIBBNAIAINABINT WU “| want [+ASF:
inc] to be good at English like you” 583asFBNGUYDY [Affect: happiness] FBNTUARIAIINIANAILUINGIY
dlussAusznau Judgement dniFsudiulnguantoanluyszinnassnisusziiiuaiuaansa Judgement:
capacity] ‘lJENﬁluLEJﬁLLaxqmaﬁlummﬁ?j@ WU “Fun [+Aff: hap] and | can gain knowledsge [+Jud: cap]”
asAUsZNBUARTNEAe Appreciation WuiniimsuanseenlunsUszdivdsinagseusiludannnninday uas
dlnguszfiuiiunuaiwasauddsy [Appreciation: value] ian1si3aunTwI8aNg Gﬁwﬁwiﬂwﬁaaﬂaﬂﬁaam
FeaTisaun (excerpt) unsduwes MS-2 anansassugldluusiavesdusynauves Attitude domain il

Excerpt 2: MS-2

No. Turn Transcript data

20 S | like activities [+Aff: sat].

21 T And what do you dislike when you study English?

22 S | don’t like dictation [- Aff: sat].

23 T How do you want your English classroom to be?

24 S I want a native speaker teacher teaching me [+Aff: inc]. Or | want my teacher often speak English
[+Aff: inc ] in class.

25 T If you don’t understand what your teacher has taught, what will you do?

26 S I will search from google [+Jud: ten].

27 T Do you want your English to be better?

28 S Yes.

29 T Why?

30 S because | want to be able to speak English in the future [+Jud: cap].

tfiFeungy (MS) wuihilanefiBsuanunnnindsavvesmuidnuazesualiiiiensisousnunsngy diu
TngtiniFeunansoonuinlunguues [Affect: inclination] Aemsianioanfianaieants esdusznouil Judgement
thiSeudiulnguansoonluUszinnuesnisussiiiuauausa Dudgement: capacity] 189AUIBIUALYAAADLIN
fign druesdusznou Appreciation nuiriinGoudnlvgussiiuiuauuasaud ity [Appreciation: value] #e
nsBeunwSangy deyanisaenidiediinu (excerpt) U1sdumes HS-3 annsnesunsldluusazesdustnoutes
Attitude domain ail
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Excerpt 7: HS-3

No. Turn Transcription data

3 T Why do we need to study English?

4 S because it can make us have a good future [+App: val].

5 T Do you think how is English language important in the future?

6 S It's important [+App: val] because | can use it [+Jud: cap] for communication with foreigners.
7 T Okay, if you can read, write, listen, and speak English, do you think what can you get from them?
8 S | can gain a lot of knowledge and ability to speak English [+Jud: cap].

9 T In the present, how often do you meet English language?

10 S Often. I meet English language in gaming, my house, and on social media.

11 T How do you feel when you study English in class?

12 S I have fun [+Aff: hap] with many English words.

13 T Why? Why do you feel enjoyable in English class?

nax (HS) wuinilasediBsuininnnindeauresanuianuazensualiiiidemsisousnudingy aneld
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Dudgement: capacity] wadsuteuazyanadusniiagn Tudiuves Appreciation Uszifiuifunnuazaudidy
[Appreciation: value] Waz [Appreciation: composition] siBn13t38UN1WI8INGY setuneldnsounuain Attitude
domain dsannsaasulneuenduauesdusznou dunugiidhednsd
Al 2 asunsUssifiunvidaanefivesiniFeungu LS, MS uag HS

aLs
B MS
OHS

Affect  Judgement Appreciation

poufl 2 mslaszingAnssunisSeunvdinguueninusyiutulssaufinwanuuuaeua Sedfan 10
Fosam TnstinGeudentsdiunginssunuies fifothauedeyaluusazdeseiolud

mnﬂﬁaﬁwmumemwwLﬁquaﬂiiumiL%‘sJuifmmﬁaﬂqwaﬂmmaqﬁy’qamﬂejuﬁa LS, MS waz HS Tude
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