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Abstract

This research is to study the understanding of Thai idioms of Thai Muslim students and
Thai Buddhist students in Yala province. The purposes of the research are: 1) to study the
understanding of Thai idioms meaning of Thai Muslim students and Thai Buddhist students in
Yala province 2) to study the ability to apply Thai idioms of Thai Muslim students and Thai
Buddhists in Yala province, 3) to compare the understanding and the ability to apply Thai
idioms. There is a group of informants, 20 Thai Muslim students and 20 Thai Buddhist students
from Municipality 4 School (Thanawithi), with a total of 40 students, with the use of Thai
Meaning Test, 10 questions, and Thai Application Test, 10 questions. The research found that
understanding of Thai idioms meaning of students could be classified into three types: 1) Thai
idiom that students understood the meaning most was “Make Hay While the Sun Shines”, 2)
Thai idiom that students understood the meaning most closely resemble idiom was “every
man for himself., 3) Thai idiom that students could not match the meaning most was “take
something with a grain of salt.” The findings also revealed that the idioms that Thai Muslim
students applied the most were “It’s an uphill task”, “To play a fiddle to a water buffalo.”
And the idioms that Thai Buddhist students applied the most was “It’s an uphill task”. In the
comparison of understanding meaning of Thai idioms and the ability to apply Thai idioms for
students, it was found that Thai Buddhist students understood Thai idioms meaning more
than Thai Muslim students. In terms of ability to apply Thai idioms, Thai Buddhist students

were able to apply Thai idioms more than Thai Muslims.

Key words: Understanding Thai idioms, Thai Muslim students, Thai Buddhists, Yala province
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